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voluntarily surrendered by entire units. Lutsk was taken on June 6 
and Dubno on the 8th. The Austrians were then heavily reinforced 
by troops from the line north of the marshes and by some German 
troops from Verdun and Austrians from the Trentino, who were hur
ried across from the other fronts by railway. The Russians reported 
the capture of nearly two hundred thousand prisoners and more than 
two hundred guns. I t was believed that the principal Austrian armies 
had been reduced to half their former strength. The Austro-German 
forces commenced their counter-offensive on June 16, and continued 
it until the end of the first week in July, driving back the Russians 
for many miles. The Russians renewed their advance on July 4 with 
considerable success. On July 16 they again attacked and advanced 
on the city of Brody. which was taken on the 28th. Their other 
operations farther south were also successful, and they cut the railway 
leading from Galicia into Transylvania. On August 2 von Hinden-
burg was given supreme command of the Austrian and German 
armies on the entire eastern front, and under his able direction a 
vigorous effort was made to check their further progress. Indecisive 
fighting continued with little interruption during the remainder of 
that month. 

On August 27 Rumania published a declaration of war upon 
Austria-Hungary, and made a surprise attack upon the troops 
guarding the passes of the mountains on the Transylvanian frontier. 
This step was undoubtedly accelerated by the recent Russian successes. 
Two days later, the Russian army of the Danube began its march 
southward through Rumania and crossed the Danube. On the same 
day Field Marshal von Hindenburg was appointed chief of staff of 
the German army in place of General von Falkenhayn, who took 
command of the Austrian and German forces assembling for opera
tions against Rumania. The Rumanian army invaded Transylvania, 
and in five days advanced fifty miles. I t occupied Kronstadt, the 
commercial capital of the province, and several other large towns. 
An army of Bulgarians, Germans and Turks under von Mackensen, 
entered the Rumanian province south of the Danube, and gained a 
considerable success by the capture of the fortress of Turtukai and 
the occupation of Silistria. Mackensen was afterwards unsuccessful 
in a battle lasting for five days commencing on September 16, and was 
compelled to retire some distance. In the beginning of October the 
Rumanians were expelled from Transylvania, and forced to retire 
into their own country. On October 23 Mackensen captured Con-
stanza, the chief Rumanian port on the Black Sea, and advanced upon 
the great bridge over the Danube, at Cernavoda, which was destroyed 
by the Rumanians. In the middle of November von Falkenhayn's 
army forced the mountain passes and advanced upon Bucharest. 
Mackensen's troops crossed the Danube and formed a junction with 
the army under Falkenhayn. The Rumanians were decisively 
defeated in a battle on the Arges river, a few miles southwest of 
Bucharest on December 3. That city was occupied by the Germans 
three days afterwards. The remnant of the Rumanian army joined 
the Russian troops which had entered eastern Rumania, and took up 
strong defensive positions along the Sereth river. 


